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AFFIDAVIT OF XXXX RELATING TO XXXX AS A JUDGE
 ON AMICI DI MARIA DE FILIPPI

My name is XXXX and I am the producer and owner of XXXX (part of RTI television).  My
company XXXX produces “Amici Di Maria De Filippi” (“Amici”).  “Amici” is a talent show which
began in September 2001 and aired on the Italian TV channel Italia 1.  Since 2002, “Amici” has been
aired on Canale 5 which is Italy’s most popular channel.  Since 2001, the show has aired annually
from October/November until May/June.  Currently, “Amici” is one of the top three evening shows
where it has over 3,000,000 million viewers which is approximately 29% of the audience share of
those watching television in Italy.  Maria De Filippi, the host of Amici, is the most popular
host/presenter in Italy.

XXXX was chosen as a Judge for the XXXX Season of “Amici” which aired from
November, 200X to May, 200X.  XXXX was one of approximately 25 judges that season.  She was
one of the judges for the first and second round of the competition.  She was one of the judges who
chose the final 14 contestants that were on the show that season.  Not only did she judge the dancers
who competed, but she also judged the acting and singing performances as most of the contestants
had to perform in all three categories.  She was absolutely perfect as a Judge because she has
extensive experience in dancing, acting, and singing.

1.  Description of “Amici di Maria De Filippi”

The backdrop of “Amici” is that it is an academy school involving about 20 students
(contestants) ages 18 - 25 who aspire to become professional singers, songwriters, and dancers.  In
previous seasons of the show (specifically the 8  season) there were also categories for acting,th

musicians, and TV presenters.  These categories have been dropped over the last 4 or 5 seasons.

There is an initial audition, which last for 4 days, where thousands of contestants show up
at Cinecitta Studios in Rome (the most famous film studio in Rome), are given a number and then
audition as either a dancer, singer, songwriter, and in the past acting and musicianship.  The
contestants have to get past 3 selections in their skill and are judged along the way by different
judges.  There are approximately 20 - 25 judges who can judge in all the categories.  Those
contestants (which is approximately 80 individuals) that pass through the first 4 days of auditioning,
are contacted by the show and will audition, in the second round, in about a month’s time which
audition will be aired on TV.  For dance contestants they have to prepare a specific dance
combination and, for singers and actors, a  song is given to them or a scene is given to them to act
out.  For the second round, which is aired on TV, the contestants are judged both by people at home
watching the show and also by the judges.  From the 80 contestants in the second round of
auditioning, 14 of them will be in the final competition.

The final 14 contestants are then split up into two teams, Blue and White, with 7 contestants
in each group.  Each week the teams will be taught a musical routine which includes dancing,
singing, and acting and then they perform it on the show.  The group performances are very tough
as those who are strong dancers also have to sing and act and vice versa.  Each individual on each
of the teams is judged on their performance by both the judges on the air and the TV audience.
During the judging, the contestants accumulate points and each week the contestant with the lowest
point accumulation is eliminated until there are 3 contestants left who win first, second, and third.
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There is also a contestant who wins specifically as the best singer and best dancer.  There is also one
winner that is voted on by only the judges as the best overall talent in all categories.

The first, second, and third place winner in the group competition win a major contract with
a dance or record company or an acting job.  The overall winner of the competition is also given a
cash award.

2. Judging Work of Other Dancers, Actors, Singers

The Judges hired for “Amici” are professionals in either acting, singing, or dancing.
Consequently, those Judges that were picked for the XXXX Season of “Amici” were judging
contestants in their own field of work since all contestants had to compete in all categories of
singing, dancing, and acting.

3. Requirements to Become a Judge on the Panel

For the XXXX Season of “Amici” there were approximately 25 judges which consisted of
professional known Italian actors, professional singers and dancers, professional dance teachers and
singing coaches, and professional choreographers.  In order to be a Judge the individual must:

(1) Have training in at least one field (i.e., singing, dancing, acting) for 10 or more years;
and

(2) Be a paid professional (either now or in the past) in their field which would include
either being an actor, dancer, or singer or a teacher or coach for acting, dancing, or singing or a
choreographer.

A selection of Judges for the XXXX Season (besides XXXX) included: Sabrina Ferilli
(professional actress), Marta Paparo (hip hop dancer and teacher), Luca Argentero  (actor), Peppe
Vessicchio (composer), Steve La Chance (jazz coreographer), Rossella Brescia (host, actress, ballet
dancer), Alessandra Celentano (ballet teacher), Luca Jurman (singer and vocal coach), Loretta
Martinez (musical coach and vocal coach), and Kledi Kadiu (professional dancer and
choreographer). 

4. Why XXXX Was Chosen as a Judge?

From the age of 5, XXXX trained to be a classical ballet dancer.  At the age of 17,  she won
first prize as the ballet soloist for the “Lilac Fairy” dance from “The Nutcracker” at the 2000 Dance
Grand Prix which was held in Prague, Czechoslovakia.  XXXX studied and trained in ballet from
1988 - 2001 at the Faenza Danza, a prominent dance school in Faenza, Italy.  She then studied at the
prestigious National Performance Art Academy in Rome for musical theatre and dance.  She won
a scholarship to Aterballetto which is one of the most prestigious dance company’s in the world for
contemporary dance. XXXX then became a teacher of ballet and modern dance at the  most famous
dance company in Rome called IALS (http://www.xxxx.org).  XXXX has appeared in several
musicals (as a paid professional) in the lead role including: “Notre Dam de Paris”, “Caberet”, and
“La Locandiera”.  
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XXXX continues to this day to teach (as a paid professional) her passion for dance.  She has
also worked as a choreographer and has collaborated with famous dancers including: Mauro
Bigonzetti, Adam Parson, Bill Gudson, Mat Mattox, and Daniel Ezerlov.  She also assisted in the
choreography for the dancers in the 8  season of “Amici”.th

XXXX has also had extensive training in acting.  She trained at the Raul Manso Drama
Academy in Milan from 2003 - 2004; at the Lee Strasberg Institute in Los Angeles from 2011 - 2013;
with Mr. Leo Rossi learning the approach to character work; and with Mr. Stephen Snyder learning
on camera audition techniques from 2010 - 2011.  XXXX has appeared on several Italian talk shows
as a host including “Le Iene” and “Domenica 5”.  She has had a role in three Italian films including
“The Youngest Son”, “Butterfly”, and “Shadows”.

Based on XXXX’s experience as an actress/dancer, XXXX was a perfect candidate to be a
Judge for “Amici”. 
   

5. Significance of the Work Judged and How it Relates to XXXX
 Work as an Actress/Dancer.

As referenced above, the contestants in “Amici” have to be able to perform in three
categories including: acting, dancing, and singing.  XXXX’s extensive experience in dance, as well
as acting and singing, was significant as most of the other judges only had professional training and
experience in one or maybe two categories.  Each season of the show we strive to find a few judges
who have all around experience in acting, dancing, and singing. It is hard to find. Consequently, we
found that XXXX was one of the most important judges in the first and second round of the show
to help us weed out hundreds of the contestants.  Her extensive experience as a trained dancer and
actress (as well as a paid professional in both fields) was invaluable. Moreover, XXXX’s work and
starring role in three well known Italian musicals “Notre Dam de Paris”, “Caberet”, and “La
Locandiera” was of huge significance to her role as a Judge as many of the contestants that she
judged were performing as if they were appearing in a musical using their dancing, acting, and
singing talents.

XXXX played a significant role as one of our judges for the 8  season of “Amici” and weth

were pleased with her work.  She was a perfect fit for the cast of judges. 

I declare under penalty of perjury under the laws of the United States that the foregoing is
true and correct.  Executed this 18th day of May, 2015 at Rome, Italy. 

______________________________
XXXX 
XXXX PGT 
Producer/Owner
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